
 

The Letter To The Hebrews 
Earnestly Love God and Serve Others 

Hebrews 6:9-12 
 
Introduction 
 
The author has just warned that it’s possible to be a church-goer who falls so far from God that 
they never repent (vv.1-8). 
 
But in v.9 the author says he’s sure of better things concerning his readers. 
 
What are the better things the author is sure of? (6:9) 
 
He’s just described people who fall away so far that God no longer enables them to repent. 
 
So he must mean he’s sure this won’t happen to his readers; he’s sure God will enable them to 
repent. 
 
How can he know God will enable his readers to repent? (6:10) 
 
Because in the past they lived in a way that showed God has truly saved them. 
 
And because when God saves someone he promises to keep that saved person repenting to the 
end. 
 
This would have brought them great relief. 
 
What does he call them to do? (6:11) 
 
He calls them to be earnest and not sluggish — regarding love for God’s name and serving their 
brothers and sisters. 
 
As we do this we will gain full of assurance of hope until the end. 
 
How can we become earnest and overcome sluggishness? 
 
By imitating those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 
 
Faith means turning to Jesus as we are, confessing 
our sluggishness, asking for the work of the Spirit 
to change our hearts, and setting our hearts on 
the truth of God’s word until earnest love for God 
and passion to serve others returns. 
 
Patience means not giving up — so we keep    
turning by faith to Jesus again and again and 
again. 
 
When we do that we will earnestly love God and 
passionately serve others. 



 
HOME GROUP DISCUSSION OF SUNDAY’S TEACHING 

 
(Sometimes in our home groups we talk about Sunday’s teaching, so we can work together on 
responding to God’s Word — asking questions, sharing insights, talking together.) 
 
Do you agree that vv.9-10 are saying that the readers WILL have God continue to enable them to 
repent, because their past love for God’s name shows they have been saved, and everyone whom 
God saves, God enables to keep repenting?  Why or why not? 
 
Love for God’s name frees us and fuels us to serve our brothers and sisters.  Why is this motiva-
tion so important?  What happens when we serve others for other reasons? 
 
Has your love for God’s name been more earnest, or sluggish recently?  What are your reasons 
for saying that? 
 
Has your service of God’s people been more earnest, or sluggish, recently?  What are your rea-
sons for saying that? 
 
In the past, how have you tried to overcome sluggishness?  How is it different to overcome it by 
faith? 
 
What are you doing differently this week because of this passage? 
 
Share prayer requests that come up in the discussion, jot them down below, and pray for each 
other. 


