The Letter To The Hebrews
Why Everyone Needs Jesus, The Perfect High Priest
Hebrews 7:25—8:5

Introduction

Our purpose is to help people come to trust Jesus Christ.

But sometimes we wonder — is it really true that everyone needs Jesus?
The author of Hebrews answers that in today’s passage —

What does everyone need? (7:25)

We all need to be saved from sin by Jesus the perfect high priest whose death paid for sin.
God taught this through the nation of Israel and her priests, sacrifices, and temple.

So no one can come to God on their own. We all need a perfect priest with a sacrifice.
And Jesus is that perfect high priest whose death pays for our sins.

What if I stop drawing near to God? (7:25)

“Draw near” is in the present tense — showing that we must continue to draw near.

But what if we stop drawing near? Won't happen, because Jesus intercedes for us.

He prays, asking the Father to keep us drawing near to Him.

So every saved person must keep drawing near to God — and because of Jesus’ intercession
every saved person will keep drawing near to God.

How can we be sure Jesus is our perfect high priest? (7:26-28)

Because Jesus is without sin (v.26).

Because Jesus is exalted above the heavens (v.26).

Because Jesus’ sacrifice was once for all (v.27).

Because Psa 110:4 says we need a different, perfect priest (v.28).

What was the point of the Old Testament priesthood? (8:1-5)

The OT priesthood was a copy and shadow of the reality in heaven.

From eternity past God had chosen Jesus as our perfect high priest whose sacrifice would pay for
all our sins.

To help all humanity see this God created a copy, a shadow of this, in Israel’s priesthood.

Which means the only way anyone can come to
God and be forgiven is through Jesus Christ. The Letter to the Hebrews
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What does this mean for us?
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HOME GROUP DISCUSSION OF SUNDAY'S TEACHING

(Sometimes in our home groups we talk about Sunday's teaching, so we can work together on
responding to God’s Word — asking questions, sharing insights, talking together.)

Have you ever wondered if it's really true that everyone needs Jesus? How did you deal with this
question? How did this passage help?

Do you agree that the present tense of “draw near” means that all those whom Jesus saves must
and will continue to draw near to God through Jesus? Why or why not?

On a scale of 1 (not much) to 10 (consistently) — how much have you been drawing near to God
through Jesus? What's getting in the way? What is God saying to you about this?

How does it affect you to think that Jesus prays for all the redeemed, asking the Father to keep
them drawing near to God through Him?

On a scale of 1 (not very sure) to 10 (absolutely certain) — how certain are you that Jesus Christ
is our perfect high priest?

Does it make sense to you that the Old Testament priesthood was a copy and shadow of the real-
ity in heaven? And that God created the Old Testament priesthood to show humanity what they
need in order to come to God? Why or why not?

What did God do in your heart during Communion?
Who are you reaching out to — so you can tell them about Jesus?

Share prayer requests that come up in the discussion, jot them down below, and pray for each
other.
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